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	The act tries to resolve homelessness among the youth through the Emergency Housing and Assistance Program. The Homeless and Coordinating and Financial Council will oversee the monetary consideration for implementing the program. The act will also ensure that the program streamlines with the existent laws and regulations on the housing to ensure the eradication of substance abuse among the youths (California Legislative Information, 2018). The objective of the project is to provide that sustainability efforts are realized to eliminate the homelessness menace in California. Coordination between shareholders is required to ensure that policy, funding, and implementation of the program to eradicate mental disorders and chronic diseases such as HIV/ AIDS. The council will also be responsible for the collection of data related to the program to provide a conceptual framework for the step-by-step execution. The program will diverge to technical support to improve the developmental capacity of the state in promoting the health problems experienced by the homeless. 
The state of California made a declaration to support young people between the age of 12 to 24 years that are homeless to enhance the accessibility of shelter which among the basic needs. The prevalence of the housing crisis within New York has raised concerns since 1.6 to 2.8 million youths in the US are victims. The most vulnerable individuals are the youth of color and the gay community (bisexuals, transgender, and lesbians).  California has the highest rate of homelessness among the youth in the US. The statistical data shows that 31% of the victims live in California which is a significant proportion. The homeless youths are subjected to adverse living conditions since despite the lack of better shelter; they have limited access to proper dietary foods and quality health care (California Legislative Information, 2018). Consequently, they are susceptible to mental disorders and substance abuse. 
	Empirical evidence shows that youths with housing programs are likely to abuse illegal drugs, therefore, engaging in criminal activities. In this regard, the effects of trauma drive the youth to abuse substances like alcohol and making them prone to sexual exploitation. The program strives to follow the footsteps of Adult Use Marijuana Act to source funds for activities that empower the homeless youth (California Legislative Information, 2018).  The program will act in collaboration with the Marijuana act to provide clinical interventions to the homeless youth with substance problems. The bill seeks to give a different housing infrastructure to satisfy the plentiful needs of the youth. Clinical interventions provided will also carry out follow-up activities for the troubled youth. Therefore, the program not only ascertains the youth of quality housing but also quality healthcare services.
[bookmark: _Toc531634522]The Severity of the Health Problems
 	The prevalence of substance abuse among the youth is compounded by high poverty levels, lack of professional support, mental disorders, and high rates of crime. The youth abuse drugs as a form of coping mechanism to neutralize the effects of trauma and psychiatric disorders. Unlike adults, the homeless youth abuse drugs at a relatively higher frequency and, therefore, more susceptible to chronic illnesses such as HIV. The susceptibility of the homeless youth correlates to their environments as they are under constant pressure from their peers and socio-economic status. Predictors show that race and gender also provide health metrics when determining the severity of the housing crisis in the country. Empirical evidence shows that approximately 2000 high school youths are directly involved in drug abuse as a result of their social status (Nyamathi et al.  2010). Also, homeless victims are also susceptible to physical abuse six to twelve times higher than the non-homeless youths. The severity of the problem translates to poor academic performance and unemployment among the youths. 
 	Male youths comprise the significant proportion of the homeless in the US as compared to their female counterparts. The youths face the risk of death in severe cases of drug abuse as the mortality rates are significantly reduced. The victims are also faced with mental disorders that can lead to homicide and suicide. The youths under medical treatment are less likely to adhere to medication, for instance, those who have HIV/ AIDs often stop taking anti-retroviral drugs. Persons with disabilities are the most affected and extend to youths who are who suffer from seizures, arthritis, and pulmonary complications (Hwang, 2001). Due to the high levels of stress among homeless youth, they are likely to develop hypertension, diabetes, and anemia. Poor living conditions also lead to skin and foot diseases to unsanitary conditions in most open shelters.
	Moreover, the health defects among the homeless youths are overwhelming since they have limited access to social service as the healthcare delivery to this demographic is discriminatory. In case, the crisis goes on without interventions; the homeless youth will remain in poor health conditions and limit equity in quality healthcare provision in the US. The well-being of the youths will continue to deteriorate as they live under poor social and economic conditions (Kulik, 2011). The program ought to establish the relationship between substance abuse and health characteristics and adopt sound measures to curb the severity of the housing crisis among the population.
[bookmark: _Toc531634523]Provisions of the Act
 The act stipulates that the State of California should set quantifiable objectives to eliminate the homelessness issue among the youths.  In this regard, the law strives to reduce the number of youths experiencing health issues as a result of homelessness. Besides, the act provides that the permanency rates of homeless youths and victims of family dysfunctions should be decreased through advisory agencies within the state. The bill also aims to reduce the frequency and the duration of homelessness among the population under 24 years.
Furthermore, the law strives to increase accessibility of healthcare services through collaboration with various stakeholders including social welfare agencies, child welfare agencies, mental care services, and federal health centers (California Legislative Information, 2018). Also, the act provides holistic solutions through broad conceptual framework that would enable the collection of data on homeless youths. The Governor, the Cabinet of California, and the Legislature will be at the forefront to make sure that the housing crisis among the youth is reduced. The council will consist of representatives from the Department of Transportation, California Housing Finance Agency, Department of Veterans Affairs, Department of Correction and Rehabilitation, Department of Social Services, and Tax Credit Allocation Committee. Also, other stakeholders will include members of the public agency, philanthropic communities, Senate Committee, and the Speaker of the National Assembly.
[bookmark: _Toc531634524]Promoters of the Bill
	The act is aiming to provide measures that will reduce the number of homeless youths in the US by improving their delinquency status, dependency status, runaway status, housing status, financial status, health status, family reunification status, and program participation. Also, the act anticipates an increase in funding from various stakeholders to prevent housing problems among the youth (California Legislative Information, 2018).  Data collected from the program will be used nature to eliminate health problems associated with homelessness among the population. The program will also seek to identify victims of physical abuse and domestic violence through coordination among various stakeholders. 
 	The promoters to the act are the California Coalition, Tipping Point, the Corporation for Supportive Housing, Equality Housing, and Housing who seek to sponsor the implementation of the program. The promoters are insistent that the bill will provide rental assistance and re-housing f the homeless youths. Consequently, the supporters are hopeful that the strategies will help reduce the housing disparities among the youth. Besides, the participants aim to reduce the prevalence of drug abuse, mental, and physical disorders. The supporters will act in collaboration with the federal government to ensure equitable healthcare. The stakeholders also wish to increase employment opportunities and family support to the youth. In this regard, the supporters want to to coordinate with local and international agencies to promote youth-serving agencies through funding.
[bookmark: _Toc531634525]Opposition to the Act
	The act tries to be cultural sensitivity by advocating for the rights of particular groups including the youth and LGBT are most susceptible to homelessness problems. The LGBT groups especially migrants of color are critical that they are targets of physical abuse due to lack of proper housing. The act has met opposition from Human Rights Watch together with the LGBT Youth Center that criticizes the act for not adequately fighting for the rights of the LGBT group. The activists from the civil rights community since statistical data show that the numbers of people of color who have died in the streets are relatively higher than the other special groups. For instance, seven people of color have been killed in Adelanto from 2010 to 2017 (Windy, 2018). The act has also met opposition from the Texas Gubernatorial candidate Lupe Valdez who articulated that the transgender groups are being segregated by the House Bill which prohibited them from using public restrooms in California due to their complex gender identity. The cause has garnered support from the American Academy of Pediatrics that represents almost 5000 pediatricians together with National Center on Family Homelessness; however, have come to the aid of the act.
[bookmark: _Toc531634526]Unintended Consequences
	The act can stir resistance from various special interest groups such as the LGBT groups who can move to court to challenge the legality of the law. Thus, the nobility of the act will not be achieved as the homelessness situation within the country will not be achieved. Besides, the act's aim to foster collaborative efforts between governmental agencies, departments, and non-profit organizations can be hindered due to the time lags during the decision-making process — the act endeavors to curb the problem of housing among individuals below the age twenty-five years through integration efforts while the issue of homelessness to other adults above the stipulated age bracket (California Legislative Information, 2018).   
Additionally, the selected group will be entitled to monetary allocations in accordance with the act; however, the state will seek additional funding from the national government that may be uncooperative. The government operates on tight budgetary conditions and can channel the money to other issues of national importance. The program also relies on philanthropic funding which is sometimes unreliable. Besides, the council responsible for the accountability and transparency of the program can misappropriate funds allocated for the housing cause due to selfish motives.
[bookmark: _Toc531634527]Recommendations
The state should work with multiple stakeholders to meet the diverse needs of the homeless youth; therefore, it can sign partnership contracts with the LGBT Youth Center and reach an agreement about the implementation of the program. In this regard, the program can incorporate subsidiary activities such as counseling, prep support, and job training (Heilman, 2018). The state can also offer housing incentives that will make the houses more affordable to the youth, for instance, it can enter partnerships with financial institutions to provide mortgages that have flexible payment periods. Besides, an integration care system should be put in place to monitor the adherence of the homeless to clinical interventions by keeping a database of health records.  For instance, the state can have a comprehensive medical system that ensures the victims suffering from chronic illnesses have access to quality healthcare services through follow-up processes. 
Moreover, the state can employ multi-agency initiatives that will carry out oversight on the implementation of the program by taking a collaborative approach that ensures coordination between the government and other stakeholders (Heilman, 2018). In making reforms in the housing sector in the future, the two houses of parliament (the National Assembly and the Senate) should cooperate with special interest groups such as the black community to ensure that their opinions are taken into account will making legislation regarding the youth. Lastly, the state should adopt a feedback mechanism that helps to gather the ideas of the public on the housing crisis to make improvements where necessary.
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